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They HOMELESS 
‘When do churches stop caring 
about people more than SUVs?’ 


SEATTLE CHURCH TO REPLACE COTTAGES FOR HOMELESS WITH PARKING SPOTS 


ERIKA SCHULTZ / THE SEATTLE TIMES 


The Northeast Seattle house that Brendi London and her dog, Ruby, live in is going to be razed and replaced with parking spots as part of 


University Unitarian Church’s renovation project. London says the last two places she lived, in the University District and Greenwood, were torn 


down after she left. “I feel like they are exterminating my past,” she says. 


Senate 

tax plan 
aims to ax 
health-law 
mandate 


REPUBLICANS TARGET 
OBAMACARE RULE 


Democrats denounce bid 
to pay for steep cuts 


By MARCY GORDON 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Senate 
Republicans are intent on scrap- 
ping the Affordable Care Act’s 
requirement that Americans get 
health insurance, targeting a 
repeal of the individual mandate 
to help finance deep tax cuts in 
their tax overhaul. 

The surprise renewal Tuesday 
of the failed effort to scrap the 
law’s mandate came a day after 
President Donald Trump re- 
newed pressure on GOP lawmak- 
ers to include the repeal in their 
tax legislation. It has sharp politi- 
cal stakes for Trump, who lacks a 
major legislative achievement 


after nearly 10 

months in office. STOCK- 
Themoveby OPTION 

Republicanson proposal 

the Senate Fi- has tech 

nance Commit- A 

tee upended the fuming > A13 

debate over the 


tax measure just as it was inching 
closer to passage after months of 
fine-tuning and compromise. It 
turned the debate into an angry 
partisan referendum on health 
care and President Barack 
Obama’s signature law. 
Republican efforts to disman- 
tle the law collapsed in the sum- 
mer as moderate Republicans 
joined with Democrats in reject- 


By SCOTT GREENSTONE 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

When University Unitarian 
Church leaders asked their con- 
gregation for thoughts on its 
$17 million renovation of their 
almost 60-year-old church in 
Ravenna, the response was most- 
ly typical of a liberal Seattle 
church. 

Will it have all-gender bath- 
rooms? Could it be solar-pow- 
ered, with electric-car charging 
stations? Is the new sanctuary 
ceiling too high, contributing toa 
corporate, rather than spiritual, 
feeling during worship? 

Only one of the UUs — a casual 


term for Unitarian Universalists, 
whose roots began in Christianity 
but count many agnostic and 
atheist churchgoers among their 
numbers — asked about a cluster 
of three cottages on the property, 
which house 10 formerly home- 
less people. What would happen 
to them? 

Preserving the houses and 
bringing them up to code would 
cost an additional million. In- 
stead, the church will tear them 
down — and replace them with 
17 parking spots. 

Brendi London has lived ina 
humble brick house on UUC 
property for four years with her 


CC irs important to know what 
you can do, and what you can’t 
do, and where government 
needs to step up.” 


THE REV. JON LUOPA 
Pastor of University Unitarian Church 


dog, Ruby, an old and quiet pit- 
bull mix. Before that, she lived on 
Seattle’s streets. 

London said she suffers from 
severe depression, PTSD and 
anxiety, and does not want to 
move. 

“It’s a big waste,” London said. 
“When do churches stop caring 


about people more than SUVs?” 

The demolition of the cottages 
will affect only 10 people. But in 
a city experiencing a homeless- 
ness crisis, where affordable 
housing is melting away and 
where finding landlords willing 
to rent to people like London 
feels, to some social workers, 
harder by the day, every unit 
counts. 

Across King County, there are 
more than 2,300 single adults 
designated as most needy and 
who sit on waiting lists for per- 
manent supportive housing, 
according to data from All Home, 

See > CHURCH, A11 


ing the repeal — a bitter disap- 
pointment for Trump, who 
lashed out at the Senate GOP for 
failing. Adding the repeal of the 
mandate to the tax measure 
would combine two of Trump’s 
legislative priorities. 

Beyond Trump’s prodding, the 
repeal move also was dictated by 
the Republicans’ need to find 
revenue sources for the massive 
tax-cut bill, which calls for steep 
reductions in the corporate tax 
rate and elimination of some 
popular tax breaks. 

“We are optimistic that insert- 
ing the individual-mandate re- 
peal would be helpful; that’s 


See > HEALTH CARE, A10 


Abuse knows no borders: Around 
the globe, #Metoo is spreading 


“WEINSTEIN EFFECT’ 


Accusations have led to the 
downfall of powerful men 
from Israel to Peru 


By ARON HELLER 
The Associated Press 

The sexual harassment and assault 
allegations against Harvey Weinstein that 
rocked Hollywood and sparked a flurry of 
allegations in other American industries, 
as well as the political arena, are reaching 
far beyond U.S. borders. Emboldened by 
the women, and men, who have spoken 
up, the “Weinstein Effect” is rippling 
across the globe. 

Nearly half of the #Metoo mentions 
since the movement has been launched 
have come from outside the U.S., and 
decades-old accusations have led to the 
downfall of some of those countries’ most 
powerful men. Here’s a look at where the 
fallout — and the falls — have reverberat- 
ed most strongly, from the United King- 
dom and Israel to India and Peru. 


UNITED KINGDOM 


In the immediate aftermath of the 
Harvey Weinstein revelations, the British 


Producer 
Harvey 
Weinstein 


British De- 
fense Secre- 
tary Michael 
Fallon 


government led by Prime Minister There- 
sa May has been rocked by a series of 
harassment allegations that have led to 
one high-level resignation — that of De- 
fense Secretary Michael Fallon— and 
threatened the position of First Secretary 
of State Damian Green, a vital ally of the 
prime minister. 

The accusations have come from par- 
liamentary researchers, staff and journal- 
ists. Some have said the political parties 
involved failed to take action and actively 
discouraged victims from going to police. 
Claims range from unwanted touching — 
a hand placed on a journalist’s knee, for 
example — to allegations of rape. At least 
one case involving a legislator has been 
referred to police for possible prosecu- 
tion, with the details kept private. 

Green, the prime minister’s chief aide 
and a de facto deputy prime minister, was 
accused by a young Conservative Party 
activist of inappropriate touching and 
text messages, and a former senior police- 
man says “extreme” pornography was 
found on a computer in Green’s office in 
2008 — which Green denies and calls a 
political smear. 

The scandal has spread beyond Cabinet 
ranks to snare a number of members of 

See > HARASSMENT, A8 


Alaska Airlines will stop 
flying to Cuba in January 


TRUMP’S RESTRICTIONS 
‘PROVERBIAL STRAW’ 


Bookings to island nation have 


dropped, airline says 


By RAMI GRUNBAUM 
Seattle Times business editor 

Alaska Airlines will end its flights to 
Cuba in January, a year after launch- 
ing a daily Los Angeles-Havana route 
that began with great fanfare but was 
fading even before President Donald 
Trump last week imposed new restric- 
tions on travel to the island nation. 

After its 737-900ER makes a final 
Havana flight on Jan. 22, Alaska ini- 
tially will use that jet to add an eighth 
daily run between Seattle and Orange 
County, California, said John Kirby, 
the airline’s vice president of capacity 
planning. 

The Trump administration’s shift 
“probably was the proverbial straw,” 
he said, but “we were already looking 
pretty hard at an exit based on the 
bookings, so I would not pin this on the 
regulations changing.” 

Travelers with tickets after Jan. 22 
can either be rebooked on other air- 


ALASKA AIRLINES 


“We saw bookings drop off precipi- 
tously,” an Alaska Airlines official 
said of flights to Cuba. 


lines at no cost or receive a refund, the 
company said. 
Seattle-based Alaska is not the only 
See > CUBA FLIGHT, A12 
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